Open Ears Concerts October 2009

Hello music lovers. There has been a lot of activity since our
last newsletter. Telegraph Canyon (www.telegraphcanyon.net)
put on a fantastic show in September and are moving on to
support the likes of Rhett Miller and Drive By Truckers. If you
missed this show, or saw it and want to catch them again, they
will be at The Parish in Austin on October 23.

| had the pleasure of attending the Southwest Regional Folk
Alliance (SWRFA) conference in Austin. | experienced some
fabulous music, met some amazing people, and lost a lot of
sleep. |think I’'m still trying to catch up. From the living
legends to the established professionals and promising upstarts,
the level of musicianship exhibited there was top notch. There
are too many of them to list all my favorites, but hopefully
some of them will be booked for Open Ears in the future. The
entire group accepted this newcomer as though | were a long-
lost relative and made me feel right at home. | would like to
thank everyone involved with that conference for a wonderful

experience. 5 _ - e/ = N
Of course, there was also that other music festival in Austin last Yo ¢ / L -
weekend. Despite the weather, the Austin City Limits Music -

Festival once again delivered great music, with a lineup that
balanced Austin-based, regional, national, and global acts.

Our next show is October 17 and will feature Beaver Nelson
(www.beavernelson.com). Beaver played the very first of our
concerts as part of Pop Stars! Dads Who Rock! back in 2005.
For better or worse, Beaver Nelson never got to be the “Dylan
of grunge,” or whatever those major label A&R reps wanted
him to be, and the world had to wait until 1998 to hear his
Freedom-released debut, The Last Hurrah. That’s the one where
he first howled the battle cry, “I'm a stray dog!” — a sobriquet
that still fits him to a T a decade’s worth of critically lauded
releases down the line. From 2000’s Little Brother to 2007's
Exciting Opportunity, Beaver has marked his territory as one of
the most consistently intriguing best-kept secrets in Americana
music. Singer-songwriters — even good ones — are adime a
dozen in that genre, and nowhere more so than in Austin; but
Beaver Nelson has long stood out from the crowd as an
exceptionally distinctive voice. As writer and longtime Beaver
champion Andrew Dansby put it succinctly in his review of
Legends of the Super Heroes for Blender magazine, “A younger
generation of singer-songwriters seem content be smart or
melodic; Nelson achieves both with superhuman ease.”

Telegraph Canyon —September 19

Doors open at 6 PM and the show starts at 7 PM. Suggested
donation $10.
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Additional Open Ears Concerts scheduled for this season
include:

9 Danny Schmidt (www.dannyschmidt.com) — November 21
 Corinne West (www.corinnewest.com) — December 12
9 Carrie Elkin (www.carrieelkin.com) — January 23

We are still working on shows for February, March, and April, so
stay tuned!

Open Ears Concerts is a more-or-less monthly concert series at
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Austin, Texas. Our goal is to
present a variety of musical performances in a family-friendly,
peaceful, listener-oriented environment. For more information,
please visit www.openearsconcerts.com.

Corinne West — December 12

Carrie Elkin —January 23
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